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belief which is revealed by a study of men so diverse as Irenaeus, 
Papias, Origen, and Tertullian, but a varied opinion ranging from 

objective rigidity to subjective freedom. 

1 6 J J E. P. Gould. 

St. George's Church, 
New York, N. Y. 



Calvins Pradestinationslehre. Ein Beitrag zur Wurdigung 
der Eigenart seiner Theologie und Religiositat. Von Lie. 
Dr. Max Scheibe, Privatdozent an der Universitat Halle. 
Halle a. S. : Max Niemeyer, 1897. Pp. 127. M. 3. 

As a representative of the Reformed theology and as an excellent 
representative, also, of the spirit and breadth of view characteristic of 
the best modern theological culture, Scheibe brings to the study of 
Calvin an exceptional fitness. He comes not only with a special 
interest in his subject, but also with the capacity for a real apprecia- 
tion based upon criticism at once sympathetic and independent. The 
task to which he has addressed himself is not the superfluous work of 
exhibiting afresh what Calvin taught concerning predestination. On 
that point there is no controversy. The problem, as he conceives it, is 
to understand (1) the motives which led to Calvin's utterances con- 
cerning predestination, and (2) the relation of this doctrine (a) to 
Calvin's theological system and (£) to his religiosity in general. In 
the introduction he gives a brief summary of the noteworthy differ- 
ences of opinion among scholars touching these points. Three typ- 
ical views are specially noted. On the one hand, Schweizer held that 
the eternal decree was for Calvin the " central dogma " controlling the 
entire system. At the opposite extreme stood Ritschl, who contended 
that Calvin's doctrine of predestination occupied only a very subordi- 
nate place in his system — that it was an " attachment to the doctrine 
of redemption," introduced because of the authority of Scripture. 
The third typical view is that of Schneckenburger. He regarded the 
doctrine in question as essential-, but not central, in Calvin's system. 
Its motive was the necessity of establishing a ground for the personal 
certainty of salvation. In view of such differences, a fresh examina- 
tion of the problem was manifestly worth while. And Scheibe has 
done his work admirably. With abundant knowledge and fine critical 
skill he has traced the historical connections and development of the 
doctrine, and shown its relation, on the one hand, to Calvin's theolog- 
ical system — regarded both as a whole and in its several parts — and, 
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on the other hand, to his entire religious view and temper. The result 
of the investigation, into the details of which it is not possible here to 
enter, may be briefly stated as follows : The decisive motive with Calvin 
for his doctrine of predestination is to be found neither in the peculiar 
temperament of the man nor in the historical connections of his theo- 
logical development, neither in his attitude toward Scripture nor in 
his interest in determining the ground for personal assurance of salva- 
tion. The decisive motive — to which it is granted these other influ- 
ences may have been subsidiary — was an intense regard for the divine 
honor, a strong persuasion — religious rather than speculative in its 
nature— that the " sovereignty " of God is duly recognized and hon- 
ored only when we acknowledge that all events are determined by his 
will and power. And all God's works, however inscrutable to us, must 
be acknowledged to be absolutely righteous, since their end is the 
highest good, even his own glory. With rigorous consistency Calvin 
subordinates everything to the thought of the " glory of God ; " and 
for him that thought is not, as it is for Luther, inseparable from the 
idea of the divine love. This view resembles that of Schweizer, 
except that, according to Scheibe, the specific doctrine of predestina- 
tion — the eternal decree of election and reprobation — does not, 
strictly speaking, perform the office of a "central dogma" in Calvin's 
system. It is rather the practical application to a particular problem 
of the fundamental, all-embracing principle of divine sovereignty 
which equally rules every other part of the system. 

University of Denver. J- •**•• * AN " ELT - 



An Outline of Christian Theology. By William Newton 
Clarke, D.D. New York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 1898. 
Pp. ix +488. S2.50, net. 

In many respects this is a noteworthy volume. It is readable from 
first to last. No man of average intelligence will fail to understand 
the language employed. The author has at his command a pure and 
forceful style, and by this alone a reader would be led from chapter to 
chapter with delight. We risk nothing when we rank this volume with 
Christian literature that will not be suffered to perish. 

The writer's thought is as clear and vigorous as his style. It is 
never shallow or sluggish, but uniformly vital and moving. Dr. 
Clarke avoids scholastic terms and definitions; he makes little effort 
to prove what he says, but presents a simple statement of his theology 



